April 18, 1972 


May 31, 1972 
Summer, 1972 


July 26, 1972 
August 16, 1972 

September, 1972 


DADE HERITAGE TRUST 
ORGANIZATION HISTORY 

The Preservation Committee of the Villagers sponsored 
a meeting of local organizations with an interest in history, 
business and government agencies to explore the possibility 
of establishing a statewide historic preservation 
organization. Senator Robert Williams, Director of the 
Division of Archives, History and Records Management of 
the Florida Department of State (DAHRM) was in attendance. 
Following this meeting, it was his advice that we first 
organize a county wide organization to develop a "track 
record before attempting a statewide organization. He- 
further felt that the state was not quite ready for such an 
organization. (Note: The Florida Trust for Historic 
Preservation was eventually chartered in 1978). 

Members of the Villagers' Preservation Committee and others 
in attendance at the April meeting then formed a Charter 
Committee to organize a county group. This Committee 
met May 2, 1972. 

Dade Heritage Trust was officially chatered by the State 
of Florida as a non-profit organization. 

A survey of historic sites in Dade County was begun by 
DAHRM, under the supervision of Mary Evans. The survey 
was given sponsorship and financial' aid ($1000) by the 
Villagers and then Dade Heritage Trust assumed the 
sponsorship and gave additional financial aid ($500) and 
volunteer support in the survey work. This initial 
survey was conducted over a three month period and revealed 
some 250 sites of historical importance which were placed 
on the state inventory and resulted ultimately in at 
least a dozen sites being placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

First Board of Trustees elected (see Appendix A) 

First Officers elected (see Appendix A) 

55 members 

By this time, the following committees were established: 


Library/Archives 


Rrogram/Education 
Meetings/Hospital i.ty 
Membership 

Administration/Finance 
Public Relations 


Oral History 
Audio/Visual 
Survey 


Bicentenniel 


DHT joined the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
80 members 


April 18, 1972 


May 31, 1972 
Summer, 1972 


July 26, 1972 
August 16, 1972 

September, 1972 


December 31, 1972 


Last date for Chatter Membership 
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February 12, 1973 

Annual Meeting 

May, 1973 

Historic Boat Tour, Coconut Grove Centennial 
Celebration. This was a tour by boat of the 
waterfront of Coconut Grove to show the many 
historic buildings there 

May, 1973 

National Preservation Ueek 

Procalmations by City and County Mayors 

Awards Program for "Excellence in Restoration" 
co-sponsored with AIA 

Oral History Program at Miami-Dade Public Library 

June, 1973 

Exhibit of Historic Buildings-Lost, Threatened 
and Saved at Miami-Dade Public Library 

Summer, 1973 

Assisted the City of Coral Gables in developing 
a Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Began negotiations to acquire the Wagner Homestead 


January, 1974 

Publications program begun with Tour Books 

Survey Work continues-submitted Jackson, Wagner and 

Gesu to National Register 

Began survey of Coconut Grove 

May, 1974 

National Preservation Week 

Seminar: Documenting Our Heritage Using Photogrammetry, 
Pictures and People 

Restoration Awards Banquet 

School Poster Contest 

Bus Tours of Historic Sites 

May, 1974 

Inventory of furnishings and books at Coral 
gables House (formerly Merrick Manor) 

November 2, 1974 

Heritage Harvest Sale held at the Commodore Club 
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March, 1975 


April, 1975 


September, 1975 


October, 1975 


Started building code and taxes investigations as these 
two items relate to historic preservation 

Key West Tour-sponsored and conducted a weekend tour 
of Key West for 30 plus people 
Assisted in Coral Gables House Celebration 
Participated in Channel 2 Auction, supplying volunteers 
for telephones and a special historic tour to be auctioned 

"FIorida Ref1ections-Projections" 

Benefit event with Burdines 

Helped with Anderson's Corners and the prevention of 
demolition 


Initiated Community Development grant nrooosal for 
survey, purchase of Dr. Jackson's and Anderson's 
Corners 


January, 1975 


February, 1976 


April, 1976 


May, 1976 


November, 1976 


Assisted in efforts to preserve the Granada archaeolonical 
site in downtown Miami 

Sent delegate to seminar on Tax Policv Effects on 
Conservation 

Worked to save the 1890 DeHedouville House (later 
demolished) 


Worked on state historic highway designation for South 
Bayshore Drive 

Gave tour of historic sites for the Annual Meeting of 
the Florida Historical Society 

Began work locally to help save the Old Florida Capitol 

Participated in the Historical Association of Southern 

Florida's Harvest Fair 

Publication of the Lemon City Guidebook 
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January, 1977 

Gave assistance to the ’’Save the Alamo” campaign 

March, 1977 

Channel Z Auction 

Tour to Boca Raton 

June, 1977 

County wide inventory of historic sites begun 
under a grant from Community Development 

Membership Party-Maynada House 

August, 1977 

Dr. Jackson's Office purchased by the City of Miami 
Community Development program 

September, 1977 

Began physical work on Wagner 

November, 1977 

First "Calendar of Historic Places-1973" 

HASF Harvest Fair 

December 5, 1977 

Took possession of Dr. Jackson's 


January, 1978 

First Annual Antique Show and Forum 

January 10, 1978 

Official Dedication of Dr. Jackson's Office as 

Historic Preservation Center-Reception for 

VIP's and friends 

January, 1978 

Published "The Guide to the Architecture of Miami Beach” 

March, 1978 

Established the Margaret Strassler Memorial Library 

April, 1978 

Co-hosted the Annual Meeting of the Florida Trust for 
Historic Preservation in Miami 

June, 1978 

Set up the Freedom Tower Task Force to promote the 
preservation and restoration of the building 

Herschel Shepard hired as consultant for Wagner and 
Jackson 

July, 1978 

Participated in the campaign to save the Butler Building 

September, 1978 

Received a $40,000 grant for restoration of Wagner from 
City of Miami Community Development funds 

Worked with Hialeah on National Register listing 

November, 1978 

HASF Harvest Fair 

March, 1979 

Day at the Races-Hialeah Park 


